February 22 , 1957 


French ’ 3 
20 State Street 
Troy, New York 

Gentle Men : 

The enclosed Lot *i°* 125 in your sale of February 
2, 1957 was valued at 07*00 and I put a top limit 
of *11*00 on it as I wanted to improverathe specimen 
in ny collection* It was specified as fine con- 
dition • 

I am g ing to leave this matter strictly up to you* 
If you believe this coin is in fine condition, 1*11 
pay for it* 

You indicate, in the terms of your sale, that the 
coin will be bought below the bid in cases where, 
in your opinion, the bidder has overbid or where 
the nearest bidder permits, 

' feel that something oufchtotb be done in the matter 
perhaps merely an a ijustnent down to your estimated 
price , 


Sincerely yours , 


\ 


ERIC F. NJ w: .AN 


E N/a tb 



Feb 2 5 1957 


Eric b w ewman 
Edison Bros Stores 
1|00 Washington Ave 
St ^ouis 2 Mo. 


^e a r Mr . wman , 

We agree with you as to the condition of the 
coin, it should not have a g *ading of more than 
very good condition. Errors are sometimes Un- 
avoidable. /a are taking the coin back . 


^ordially yours 

Charles French 



April 16, 1958 


French’ s 
20 State Street 
Troy, New York 

Gentlemen : 

I am working very hard on completing sections of my 
library in connection with research work I am doing and 
would appreciate it very much if you would give me a 
list of the auction catalogues in Lot 22l*, indicating 
whether they contain plates. I am hopeful that I can 
find some I do not have. 

In Lot 220 I would like to obtain Nathaniel Paine’s 
remarks on the early paper money of Massachusetts. I 
have no idea what to bid in view of the other items 
in the lot. Can you make a suggestion? 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


April Ih, 1959 


French’ s 
7 First Street 
Troy, New York 

Gentlemen! 

Would you be kind enough to look at lots 995 
and 996 in your coining sale and advise me 
whether the 1912 Numismatist includes July and 
November and whether the 1918 Numismatist, some 
of which are in each lots, includes July, August, 
October or November. 

It would be most appreciated if you would let 

me know. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 










Sept 


1961 


Eric P Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 lio. 

pear lir. "wwnan, 

First may I Congratulate you 
the 1304 and 1G05 dollars. 


on your excellent analj^sis of 


I have in stock a Continental 
wondered if you would be kind 
it to you for authentication, 
question as to its authentic!! 
Appreciate an expert opinion. 


Collar 1776 E G Fecit, and 
enough to allow me to send 
I believe there is some 
y and would sincerely 
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September 12, 1961 


Hr. Charles French 
French * s 

Seven First Street 
Troy, New York 

Dear Hr. French: 

I ara very appreciative of our nice comments con- 
cerning the talk I gave at the A. .A. convention. 
Research, while usually very dull, can become very 
exciting. 

With respect to the Continental Dollar with Elisha 
Gallaudet's initials, you can certainly feel free 
to send it in for authentication. I certainly 
will be glad to give you my thoughts concerning 
it. 

Any time you have interesting early American pieces 
which are available, please feel free to advise me. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


Eric P. Newman, President 
Eric P. Newman Numismatic 
Education Society 


EPN/atb 
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Sept 14 1961 


Eric P Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Thank you for your letter of the 12th. I am enclosing 
the Continental dollar in question. The problem is 
is itgenuine or not, you see the edges are plain and 
you will find tiny blobs around some of the lette rs, 

This was originally purchased in either a Wayte Raymond 
or J C Morgenthau sale way back in the thirties. This 
one is in stock and we do not wish offer it until 
it has been authenticated. 

Mrs French collects Colonials and has, in addition to this 
the three otherContinental pewter dollars, the Currency, 
Curency, and E G Fecit. 

Our nest sale for the MANA Convention has a remarkable 
number of Colonial coins in it. you should receive the 
catalogue in a few days. 

I am ehckosing my check for $.2.00 to cover the return 
costs of registration. 

Thanking you in advance, I remain, 

cordially yours, 






KNOWlfDGE 




)£/?0fES$IOSft\ 

(huMISMRTISTs) 
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September 19, 1961 


Mr. Charles French 
French ' s 

Seven First Street 
Troy, New York 

Dear Mr. French: 


I am returning herewith the Continental Dollar 
ed for examination in your letter of September 
coin is definitely a cast copy made by joining 
ings, the following defects being noted: 


which you forward- 
1U, 1961. This 
two uniface cast- 


The weight is 29^2 grains, whereas there should be around 2$0 
grain s . 


The specific gravity is 7*8 and should be at least 10$ lower 
due to too much lead in the mixture. 


The crack across the obverse is not a die crack but a casting 
of a planchet crack in the mother coin. 


The reverse is 120 degrees off center relative to the obverse. 


There is no pdge decoration. 

Casting defects, or lumps are found between the top of 77 at 
the bottom of the 0 in FUGIO, on the TA and L in CONTINENTAL, 
on the T in FECIT, and on the I in BUSINESS. 

The obverse is strong and the reverse is very weak which is not 
characteristic of a struck coin but can happen in casting. 

If you want to give it to us for our fake collection it would 
be a welcome addition. 

Since you sent a check for S2, I am returning the balance in 
postage stamps after paying for the certification of this letter 
because you instructed me accordingly. 

I am sure that your wife has enjoyed collecting Colonials immense- 
ly and if I can be of any help to her, please let me know. It 
is a pleasure to be of help to you. 

Cordially yours. 


Pre sident 
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Sept 25 1961 


Eric P Newman 
6450 c Q cil Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Thank you for the information on the Continental dollar insofar 
as this was recently purchased, we shall contact our sellar r1 and 
advise the circumstances 

This may seem peculiar but upon checking our files we did not find 
your name onour mailing list! I am therefore immediately sending 
you a copy of our MANA sales catalogue and correcting this error! 
(Incidentally we were going over some old correspondence the other 
day and found a letter from you dated 1939!) 

If you do not intend to attend the MANA Convention let us know 
what you wish and we shall endeavor to secure it for you. 

Again thanks a lot, 


Cordially yours, 


^harle 
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October 3, 1961 


Mr. Charles French 
French ’ s 

Seven First Street 
Troy, New York 

Dear Mr. French: 

I never received the MANA Sales Cata- 
logue . 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


1961 


October 6, 


Mr. Charles French 
7 First Street 
Troy, New York 

Dear Mr. French: 

There are a few early American items in the coming 
MANA sale which I could use and a number of them 
which a friend of^mine would like to acquire. Before 
sending you our b*ds I would like a tiny bit of in- 
formation . 

Please look at Lot 120lj and give ne the exact con- 
dition of the 1767 Connecticut cent. Miller 5-P. 

kould you also give me the separate condition of the 
three items in Lot 1229. 

T also would like to know whether the numbers are 
merely painted on to the coins. 

Lots ios. 1069, 1070 and 1071 are merely listed as 
1768 Vermont pieces. Would it be possible for you to 
give me the Ryder number of those pieces or send them 
to me and 1 will classify them and return them quickly. 

rt ould you be nice enough to handle my Dids for me 
and, if so, it would be my pleasure to send them 
to you. 

I will appreciate your cooperation. 

Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


STATEMENT 
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Oct 9 1961 

Eric P Newman 
Edison Bros Stores 
400Washington Ave 
St Louis 2 Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Lot 1204, Obv good Dark glossy bwDwg pleasing appearance 
top of head sharp, bottom weak, U of Auctori and EC of 
^onnec weak, minor flan flakes on obv right edge 

Rx, all sharp light in center, ^rom being soft strikq. 

1229 50-F pleasing glossy fair, 

40-N slightly off center glossy good, date not visible, 
38-1/2 Chocolate brown pleasing good. 

1069 Ryder 27 

1070 Ryder 25 

1071 Ryder 16 

Numbers are painted on as these came from an original 
collection purchased in the 30 s 

Will be more than pleased to handle your bids for you. 

We leave for Fort Monroe Thursday morning early, can 
be gotten there at the hotel if necessary 

Cordially yours, 
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snrjufl 



Edison Bros Stores 
400 Washington Ave 
St Louis 2 Mo 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

In none of the instances did the owner of the consignments 
have access to the bids in this sale nor was their any 
"Pegged" bidding done. Our terms of sale as listed in our 
catalogue are as follows; I quote, "coins willbe bought 
below your bid, in cases wherein our opinion you have overbid, 
and where nearest bidd4r permits." In none of the instances 
where Mr. Levinson wa^ s successful was he overbidding in 
our opinion. Out of total of 251ots bid on he was successful 
on 10 or 40 %. On the others he was too low. On lot 
240 the estimated value was $60 and he secured it for $50. 

On lot 645 the estimated value was $20 and he secured itfor 
$17.50. On lot 646 ;thd ej£ timated value was $24 and he bought 
for $25 but had we reduced him he would not have gotten it 
due to the heavy floor bidding. On lot 941 the bid under 
his was $12.50 bone fide mail and had we cut him to $15.50 
he would not have gotten it for it wouad have sold to the 
floor for 14.50. ( our asking for dollar raises at the sale) 

Lot 1087 has an estimated value of $40 and he got it for$55.00 
Lot 1164 an estimated of $15 he bought for $19.50. Lot 
1179 Estimate $15 bough# for 15.00 lot 1225 estimate $20 
bought for 20. On these colonials bidding was so haavy 
if we had cut himhe would not navegotten the coins. On 
lots 1550 and 1556 there were no estimates but these colonial 
notes are rising so rapidly lately we did not consider his 
bids too high. 

In thissale we had 444 actual mail bidders and over one 
hundred in attendance at the convention to bid from the floor. 
The total convention attendance was much higher than khisnumber 
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November 10, 1961 


Mr. Charles French 
Seven First Street 
Troy, New York 

Dear Mr. French: 


I appreciate, very much, the detailed 
explanation in connection with the recent 
auction. I an glad to know a little 
more about the procedures used. 


Enclosed is 


my check. 


Sincerely yours. 


1 

ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/a tb 
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Nov 24 1961 

Eric P Newman 
Edison Bros Store 
400 WashingtonAve 
St Louis 2 Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Here is a thought for you. 

I have been in the coin business for nigh on to thirty years 
and during all of this time Pattern coins have been real 
difficult to obtain, Now, for no apparant reason at all 
dealers all over the United States have loads of them 
for sale, and their stock is constantly changing indicating 
a sou rce of supply. Question, the sudden large quantity 
available makes me wondex — are they genuine? and if not, 
would there be any law against striking new ones today 
insofar as they are not regular legal tender coins? (f>*d 
very much appreciate he aring what your thoughts are on 
this subject. 

Cordially yours 
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November 28, 1961 


Mr. Charles French 
French ’ s 

Seven First Street 
Troy, New York 

Dear Mr. French: 

Pattern coins during the period 1869-71 are actually 
extremely common. I am sure that most of the 
patterns which can appear from dealers stocks are 
genuine as there was a flood of then produced in 
183>8 with re strikes from all the old dies. All 
of the dies prior to 1869 were destroyed in that 
year. 

Everybody trying to sell patterns held then back 
until Judd’s book had been published and until 
it became well known. This is typical of the 
promotion of various series of American coins. 

The Judd bock was so long in coming that there 
could have been a dearth of offerings awaiting its 
arrival. 

I am at a loss to understand what goes on today. 

With respect to the Continental Dollar, I now find 
that they are restriking the copies which were made 
in 1876. Aren’t there enough genuine coins to 
collect. You and I both have the attitude of an 
old time numismatist. Thank goodness. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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March 5 1962 


Eric P Newman 
645p Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo 


Dear Mr. Newman 


A customer of our would like your opinion on the enclosed 
Three coins. I am certain the cent is a counterfeit, the 
1822 half a counterfeit also, (not the one listed in Judd) 
and same with the copper $5. What do you think*'' 

ordially yours, 



KNOWIEDOC 


tflNTEOCTr 


"SS 

tsspoHsiam’ 1 


|£y?flf£SSIONft\ 

[NUMISMATISTS] 
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29 March 1962 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6J4.5O Cecil Ave . 

St. Louis 5 , Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

We sent you three coins on March ^th for 
your opinion. As we have not heard from you are 
wondering if you ever received them. 

Sincerely yours, 

. French. 



KNOWLEDGE 


^WEGRIfY 


r 

seNHaem 1 


)£i?0f£SSIOK(A 

[NUMISMATISTS] 
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April 2, 1962 


Mr. Charles French 
7 First Street 
Troy, New Tork 

Dear Mr. Frenoh* 

Do yon know what a good excuse is? I really have one. I 
have been out of town on business. My niece was married, 
and my daughter announced her engagement. Do you think 
counterfeit coins take precedence? 

I am returning herewith the three counterfeits which you 
sent me in your letter of March 5. I was glad to see them 
and have the following comments* 

The 1822 £00 brass counterfeit weighs 11*7 grains and has a 
specific gravity of 7.7. It has a plain edge. It apparently 
is a mixture of oopper with some sine. It is a struok piece. 
It is very similar to the counterfeit £00 piece listed as 
No. 1*67 in the book by Riddell entitled “Monograph of the 
Dollar" . It was customary to plate these counterfeits with 
silver. You will note that the stars are not symmetrical. 

The 1891 10 piece weighs l*8-l/2 grains and has a specific 
gravity of 8.1 indicating that it is virtually all copper. 
You will note the orude top of each figure "1" of the date 
and the crude broder dentils. The necklace is a string 
rather than beading. The obverse and reverse are not 180° 
offset. The head has substantial differences as already 
noticed. I have not seen one like this in twenty years. 

The 1831* half Eagle is very well made. It weighs 101* grains 
and has a specific gravity of 8.6£. This indicates almost 
pure copper struck under very substantial pressure. The 

edge is nurled rather than reeded. It was intended to be 
gold plated. 

These counterfeits are mentioned casually in the detectors 
of the mid-nineteenth century but I have not been able to 
undertake the tedious detail to locate the right pamphlets. 


April 2, 1962 


Mr .Charles 


French 


It was a pleasure to have the opportunity of reviewing them. 

The money you sent in is being listed as a gift to this found- 
ation . 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN, PRESIDENT 
ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 
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July 10 1963 


Eric P Newman 
6 I 4 . 5 O Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo 


Dear Mr. Newman, 

I am taking the liberty of sending you under separate cover 
insured for $200. two small cents, and would appreciate 
your opinion about them. 

First mav I say that these two cents came out of a collection 
from Philadelphia that was put away in and before 18$ . 

I this collection were many virgin proofs of all denominations 
including 0 one transitional pattern 1858 cent. '-Yithout d oubt 
all of these coins were acquired through some contacts with 

the mint* 

First, the 1868 cent, a pattern is listed in aluminum tut this 
does not seem to be of this metal. It also does not appear 
to be plated. Y/hat puzzles me is the many die breaks which 
really P take it out of the category of a pattern piece. Problem 

what is it ? 

The s ecodd very likely can be gold plated but is it? 

When returning the coins pleaseadvise what we owe you. 

Cordially yours. 
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/ 


August 1$, 1963 


Mr. Charles French 
French ’ s 

Seven First Street 
Troy, New lork 

tear Mr. French: 

I took a nice long vacatioh and as a result your 
letter of July 10 has gone unanswered. I am always 
glad to give you an opinion on coins, as you may know. 

The 1866 cent is nickel plated over copper, un- 
fortunately, and on the edge, over the center of the 
word "UNITED" you can see that the copper is exposed. 
The weight is U8 grains, which is exactly the weight 
of a copper cent of the period, and the specific 
gravity is 8.1, which is identical to a copper cent 
of the period. In my opinion, therefore, the coin is 
merely a plated copper cent. 

The 18*>9 cent 1 b gold plated, in my opinion. The 
weight is 69^ grains and the specific gravity is 9.3 
which is identical to that of the copper-nickel cents 
of 1859. Although patterns were put out in fire gilt, 
on occasion, these have a very shiny proof surface 
and this piece does not. 

You asked what you owe us and I always leave that 
as a voluntary matter. Maybe you have some copies of 
counterfeits which you might like to contribute to 
our reference collection of that material. 

W© are always interested in George III halfpence 
prior to 1800. 

The pieces are returned herewith. 

Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 



Aug l4 1963 


Eric P Newman 
6i|50 C ecil Ave 
St Louis 5> Wo 

Dear . N 0 wman , 

Just a line to inquire whether 
sent you on July 10th? 


you received the two cents we 


Cordially yours 



ench, 


KNOWlffiM y^0f£ S SlOH(\ 

(NUMISMATISTS) 
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Aug 20 1963 
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Eric P Newman 
6[].59 Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

Thai k you for the return of the two cents. I am sending you 
under spperate cov :r all the counterfeits we have at the p resent 
time. Three of the pieces are rather interesting. 


Cordially yours, 
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Aug II4. 1963 


Eric P Newman 
6J4.50 Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 Wo 

De a r iA r . N 9 wman , 

Just a line to inquire whether 
sent you on July 10 th? 


you received the two cents W9 


Cordially yours 
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Oct 1 1963 

Eric Mewman 
6I4.5O Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 > Mo 

Dear Eric, 

Pursuant to your telephone call, I have gone to the vaults 
of our bank and inspected lot 210 which apparantly w s the 
lot you referred to as possibly being property s t olen from 
one of your friends. You mentioned that his had his name upon 
either the pages or binders. These do not have any names 
upon them (lot 210 ) and there is no e vidence of any names 
ever having been scratched off. It therefo e seems that 
these are not the stolen coins. 

I have b sen expecting a list of any other lots from you but 
have not received same. 

I hav^ contacted the owner of these coins and he informs 
me that they were purchased at another auction several years 
ago. 

If there are going to be any claims against any of these lots 
I would like to know about it right away so we can withhold 
the respectivelots from the sale. 


Please advise by return mail 


Sincerely y urs, 

Charles French. 
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be : 

Hr. 314 Levinson 


October 3, 1963 


Mr. Charles French 
Frenoh * s 
7 First Street 
Troy, New York 

Dear Mr. French: 

You will recall the telephone call I made on behalf 
of did Levinson, of St. Louis, whose collection was burglar- 
ized in 1961, and who recovered a substantial portion of his 
collection from the burglar. 

Some of the same dates and conditions of the missing 
material are listed in your catalogue, if your catalogue 
is made up by rouping the items consigned by eaoh consignee 
in one spot then it seems hopeless to try to identify any 
missing items. If items from one consignee are scattered 
throughout the catalogue then a list can be sent to you. J'or 
example, Mr. Levinson did not recover a complete collection 
of U.S. Mint sets from 19U3 through 1961 housed in Hollander 
binders closely paralleling your description of item 210. 

Since the burglary took place in 1961 there was nothing 
beyond that date taken and his sets prior to 19b3 were not 
kept in mint sets but were in his denominational sets. 

It is not possible to identify the coins specifically. 

Additional lots described in your MANA Sale that con- 
form both as to continuity of date and general description 
of missing ones comprise lots 186, 189. 190, 201*, 210 (mentioned 
above), 353, 35U, 357, 359. 361, 1.1:0, 681:, 9 39, 91:0, 1022, 1033, 
1131, 1136, 1139, 11U3, HuU, 1717, and 1719. 

Please let me know how the consignments are arranged 
in the catalogue. 


Sincerely, 


IPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


teesa 



Oct 7 1963 

Eric P Newman 
Edison Bros 
I 4 .OO Washington Ave 
St Louis 2 Mo 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

lot 188 189 190 20 J 4 . 210 are from one consignor, A„ I prevousely 
wrote you, 210 does not have any name scratched off of the 
Hollander holders, in f act there are no names upon them and 
never were. The balance of these lots together with 210 were 
purchased in a Boston Auction a few years ago by our consignor. 

W e have known this man for years and he consistantly sends us 
consignments, not a d ealer but a collector. 

Lots 353 357 359 36l are f rom another collector different from 

the aoove. 

lot I|lj.O from another consignor whom we have knofin for over 25years 
here in Troy. :e has had these coins for over 10 years, digs them 
out of his SD box periodically and s e Is a few through our 
Auctions • 

Lot 6©]p is from our own stock andcame out of a collection we 
purchased many years ago. 

Lots 939 9U0 are from another consignor selling his grandfathers 
collection which has not been brought to light since the 1890 s. 

Lots 1022 and 1033 are from s till another consignor in the 8 0 uth. 

Lots II 3 IH 36 llltf llkb are f romsti 1 another consignor. 

Lots 1717 and 1719 are from a Washin -ton DC Consignor whom I have 
known for years, in fact I s aw these coins personally when we 
called uppn him around seven or eight years ago. 

It is my bp inion th4t none of these coins are any of Mr. Levinson’s. 
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October 9, 1963 


Mr. Charles French 
Seven First Street 
Troy, New York 12180 

Dear Charles: 

There is no doubt in my mind that 
the material in your auction is not that of 
Sid Levinson. 

I felt that it should be investi- 
gated and you have given me the fullest 
cooperation in the investigation. ✓ 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMA V 


EPN/a tb 


March 29, 1965 


Mr. Charles French Eric P. Newman 


Dear Mr . French s 

In your Lot No. 657 you have indicated that there 
are 2h eighteenth century halfpence. 

It is possible that you could do me the great 
favor of listing the date of those eighteenth century pieces? 

If there are any dated after 1775 and before 1799 
I would appreciate it if you would send them to me for inspection. 

I hato to bother you on something of this nature 
but I know our relationship is such that you will not mind 
doing me this favor. 


Cordially, 


P.O.Box lh020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63178 


EPN/atb 



April 13 1963 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Box li|020 
S& Louis Mo 63178 

Dear E ic, 

r> 

Sorry for the delay in dicing out lot 637 for you but 
have finally had time to get into the s tora e vaultfc 
at the bank and do so. Hove sentit to you u der seperate 
cover. Please return as soon asp ssible 

Just returned from Florida on the 6th of April and have 
really b ;en swamped with work with the Auction and all. 
Bidding is extremely heavy whichis a goodsign. 

Cordia" ly 
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April 21, 1965 


Mr. Charles French 


Eric P. Newman 


Dear Charlie: 

You were nice to send ne Lot 657 of the Central States 
Sale you are conducting. 

Unfortunately, it was mailed so late and took so long 
in arriving, that it was pointless for me to return it to Troy. 

I am, therefore, returning it by someone going to the Central 
States Convention so you are sure to have it. 

Thanks for being so nice. 


Sincere ly. 


E N/atb 



Dec 16 1966 

Mr. Eric P' Newman 
6^50 Cecil Ave 
St Louis Mo 63 IO 5 

Dear Mr. Newman, 

<ltvdt 7 fa ,a -b ( 5 ^/ 

I am encl o si ng herewith a silver Castorland. This piece you 
will note Is thinner than the recent restrlkes, and feas the 
high mirrorlike proof finish the recent ones do not have. 

I note also the unusual edge, no reeding but a crude type 
of smoothing. 

This piece was sold by us many years ago out a very old 
collection to a customer and now has come back to be resold 
and I wonder if 1st this could possibly be an original? 
second an early restrkle? You will also note that the tree 
on the reverse has many more leaves and detail than the recent 
restrlked. 

I am also enclosing three dimes and would appreciate your 
valued opinion as to whether any or all of these are proofs, 
first strlkesor what. These also came out of a very old 
collection in which we had one 1828 proof that was absolutely 
a beauty. 

I have enclosed my self address label for their return 
Thanking you in advanced I remain, 

Cordial ly yours, 

Charles French. 


(lie eh £ue/crxzpt/ L 
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MEMBERS OF ALL LEADING NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIONS 


December 27, 1966 




Mr* Charles French 
P.O.Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33li57 
Deer Hr. French* 

The 1827 and 1931 dimes are proofs, in our opinion. 

Tve l83h may not be. I go more by what the coin is than 
by trying to guess the process by which it was made. If 
polis-hod dies were carefully used on polished planchets 
in that period, then, as I s< e it, a proof results whether 
statistically there are more proofs known than recorded. 
Presentation sets and coins for officials were often 
specially made then, as you know. 

The 133b dime has a dull surface under the chin and a 
duller reverse than obverse. That leads ree to doubt it. 

As to the Ca3tlorland piece, the edge has been filed 
crudely, as you noted. It is only a medal, not a coin, end 
this medal was struck and restruck as fast as they could 
sail them. I do not think there Is any sure way of telling 
thin restrikes from originals. Weight in a modal to mean- 
ingless. I have so little respect for all these pieces that 
I think it should be removed from every coin catalogue. You 
have a very strongly struck piece with proof surface. 

Ve hope we have been helpful. 

Happy New Year, 


ERIC P. MfcVMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


ERN 
a tb 


REGISTERED MAIL} 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 26, 1967 


Mr. Janes D, King 
P.O.Box 196 

Ridgewood, New Jersey 071*51 
Deer Mr. King* 

When I requested from Mr. Charles French the oppor- 
tunity to examine Lots 107 and 108 in the MAN/ Harrisburg 
sale to be held November 10, 1967, he indicated that 
those lots were sent to you. Perhe s you have already 
returned them to him but, if not, would you be nice 
enough to do so, so that we can examine them, 

We are probably interested in acquiring some of 
those items which may be entirely different from the 
ones you are interested in and if you will send us your 
telephone number, I can call you and see whether our 
interests conflict or are separate. 

Your oooperation will be appreciated. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUC/T ION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


be 

fir. Charles French 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 1, 1967 


Mr. Cherles French 
P.O.Box 2^6 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33h$7 
Dear Cherles: 

You vere very cooperative to send me, for in- 
spection, Lots 107 and 108 in your coming sale. 

There is one coin I am particularly anxious 
to obtain and three or four others which would be additions 
to my collection. Accordingly, I presume, I will have to 
try to buy both lots and turn them back to you for resale. 

I am reimbursing you for the cost of postage 
in sending them to me. 

In lot 107, there are actually only two of 
what you call "Bungtowns” instead of three, the third one 
having 8 growth from his nose to his neck, 

I want to call your attention to the fact that 
in Lot 108, the piece supposedly dated 1779 is actually dated 
1770 but this is of little importance. 

I am going to ask you to buy both of these lots 
for me end will contact you again after I know more about 
the bids that are forthcoming. 

I am returning both lots, as you advised me you 
had another request for examination. 

Thank you, very much, for your cooperation. 

Sincerely yours. 


E ’N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


November 7, 1967 


Mr. Charles French 
P.O.Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33li5>7 
Dear Chariest 

This will confirm my bid for Lot 107, being 
$1*2.00, with the right to go up to $81*.00. 

This will confirm my bid for Lot 108 of 
$1*2.00, with the right to go up to $80.00. 

It may seem silly, but there are some counter- 
feits in these two lots which I very much want to 
have for my collection and that is why I am making 
such a fuss about it. 

I know you will be successful in the sale. 
Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUC/T ION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



30 November 1967 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Enclosed is a 1774 . Hope this is the coin you wanted. 
We think it would be better if you dealt direct with Bill 
as we would just as soon not be involved with any price 


arrangement between the 
Best regards, 


two of you. 


Sincerely 
Arline R. 



French. 


MEMBERS OF Alt LEADING NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIONS 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


December h, 196? 


Mrs. Arline R. French 
P.O.Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Fla. 33k5? 

Dear Mrs. French: 

I am sorry to have put you to so much trouble 
with respect to the coin I was interested in. 

I em returning the coin thst BillAnton sent 
to you and which you were nice enough to forward to me. 
It is not the coin I requested. You, however, tried 
to do me a great favor and I appreciate it. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUC/TION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



Dec 6 1967 


Eric P Newman 
6^50 Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo 

Dear Eric, 

Have returned the coin to Anton and suggested that he 
write you direct about the matter. 

Now another matter, I have 14 British Trade dollars which 
I am sending you which came from an old collection. There 
has been a claim made that they are counterfeits. If this 
is so they are prfetty darned good ones and I would like 
your opinion upon them. They were in our last auction 
sale. Please let me know what you think and when returning 
bill me for your costs. 


Cord i a Ifcl y 


Charlie^ 



MEMBERS OF ALL LEADING NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIONS 




ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


December 20, 1967 


Mr. Charles French 
P.O.Box 256 

Jensen Beech, Floride 33^57 
Deer Charles: 

On December 6, 1967 you sent me a group of 
fourteen British Trade Dollars, of all different dates, 
for authentication. 

I heve looked them over and I find that the 
ones dated 1901 and 1910 are forgeries. A careful in- 
spection of their surfaces, snd particularly the reeding 
on the edge will convince you of that fact. The weight 
of the forgeries is correct. You will heve to use a 
reasonably high magnification to see the defects and 
compare them tothe other pieces. 

As to the electrotypes from Rensellaer Polytechnic 
Institute, I agree with you that they should not be offered 
at auction or for sale in any other manner. I do not think 
there should be any commercial transactions in electrotypes. 
Our sugrestion to you is that you arrange for them to be 
given to us for reference purposes. If you do so, please 
do not feel any obligation to us in connection with the 
opinion or expense of returning the British Trade Dollars. 
The Trade Dollars will be returned immediately after 
Chr istma s . 


We hope the foregoing is satisfactory to all 

concerned. 


Best wishes for the Holidays. 

Sincerely yours. 


E D N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



P. O. BOX 256 

JENSEN BEACH, FLA. 33457 

Tel. (305) 287-1566 


D^c 11 1967 


Mr . Eric N ewman , 

6450 Cecil ? Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo 

Dear Eric, 

Knowing that you are interested in counterfeits, I have 
contacted Rensellaer Polytechnic Institute regarding 
4 electrotypes I do not believe we should offer at auction 
for them. Have gotten permifefeion from them to send them 
to you for inspection and if you are interested in them 
your best offer, they are old, came from the Henry Colvin 
collection and are of the following coins. 

1793 Liberty cap cent 
1795 Jefferson head cent 
1799 cent 
1804 cent. 

Please advise. 


Cordially yours, 


Charles 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


December 20, 1967 


Mr, Charles French 
P.O.Box 256 

Jensen Beech, Florid* 33^57 
Deer Charles* 

On December 6, 1967 you sent me a group of 
fourteen British Trade Boilers, of all different dates, 
for authentication. 

I have looked them over and I find that the 
ones dated 1901 and 1910 are forgeries. A careful in- 
spection of their surfaces, end particularly the reeding 
on the edge will convince you of that fact. The weight 
of the forgeries is correct. You will have to use a 
reasonably high magnification to see the defects and 
compare them tothe other pieces. 

As to the electrotypes from Rensellaer Polytechnic 
Institute, I agree with you that they should not be offered 
at auction or for sale in any other manner. I do not think 
thore should be any commercial vransections in electrotypes. 
Our sup estion to you is that you arrange for them to be 
given to us for reference purposes. If you do so, please 
do not feel any obligation to us in connection with the 
opinion or expense of ret rnin" the British Trade Dollars. 
The Trade Dollars will be returned immediately after 
Christmas, 


We hope the foregoing is satisfactory to all 

concerned . 


Best wishes for the Holidays. 

Sincerely yours. 


F» n N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



Dec 18 1967 


MR. Eric Newman, 

6450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis 5 Mo 

Dear Eric, 

A problem has arisen regarding the I 856 eagle cent in our 
.\ovember sale, (lot 1305) There is some question as to 
whether the DP counterstamp is a genuine Mint counterstamp 
or a false addition by someone. Can you throw any light 
upon this subject? Were such counterstamps made at the mint? 
to indicate Die Proof as the owner has claimed? I woitld 
appreciate your opinion. 


Cordially yours, 
Chappie. 

Wk 


MEMBERS OF ALL LEADING NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIONS 


December 26, 1967 




Mr. Charlie French 
French 1 8 
P. 0. Box 256 
Jensen Beach, Fla. 33U57 


Dear Charlie: 

With respect to your inquiry concerning the counterstamp DP 
on a 1856 flying eagle cent, I am not familiar with any such 
use of those initials as meaning die proof. Since all of 
that issue are patterns in any event, and this particular 
pattern was made in substantial quantity, I believe you must 
assume it is not an official counterstarap. It is amusing to 
realize these are the initials of David Proskey. 

In my youth, and prior thereto, these pieces sold for $10.00 
in proof condition and, therefore, a mutilation by counter- 
stamping was not of major importance. 

In addition, a die trial was a uniface piece. A die proof 
would refer to a printed item and not to a coined item. 



Sincerely yours. 




Eric P. Newman 





E PN : mb 



22 January 1968 


MXoEric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

We have just received a letter from Richard Schmelzer, 
Secretary of Rens. Poly Int. stating that you may have 
the electrotypes for your study purposes. 

Best regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Arline R. French. 



r 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


January 25 , 1968 


French 1 s 
P.O.Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33li5>7 
Dear Arlie and Charles: 

Thank you for your cooperation in arranging 
for the electros of the United States Cents to be given 
to u 8 • 

They will be carefully identified and placed 
in our collection of copies. 

Kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E^N/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



Feb 28 1968 


E ic P Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis Mo 63105 


DearEric , 


Have just received from California the following two silver 
bars . 


’’Wells Fargo" 
Exp&Co 
i860 
2 DOLS 
S. F. CAL. 


Reverse 

a large incused spread eagld, large letter 
”G" incused, lower left hand corner 
"88S" incused on it in small numerals 
at eagles head. 


Color of ingot is black funded edges, size 
Ifxl 3/4xi» 


SpCond ingot , 

THE PACIFIC Co Reverse a large flying eagle. 

0)999+ 

MINING Sc TRADING 

SF C^L 1849 

silver color size 1^x2 3/4x3/8" 

Would like to have these authent ica t ed.if you think you can do 
let us (mow and will send them to you. 


Cordially yours, 



MEMBERS OF ALL LEADING NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIONS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


March U , 1968 


Mr. Charles French 
P.O.Box 2*6 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33U57 
Dear Charles: 

We are very sorry to advise you that we do not 
wish to become involved in authentication of bars of 
metal. The lsst few bars we have investigated have re- 
sulted in prior ownership being concealed from us. There 
ere so many couhterfeits snd spurious pieces that our 
work would become much too time consuming. 

It also could be argued that silver bars ere 
a commodity and not, in our opinion, true numismatic 
items . 


We would be interested, however, in the name of 
the person who forwarded them to you for sale. 

We are sure you will understand our position, 
and would ordinarily do everything we could to be of 
service to you. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/a tb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April h, 1968 


Mr. Charles French 
P.O.Box 2$6 

Jensen Beech, Florida 33l?7 
Dear Charles: 

You were very cooperative to obtain end send 
to me the 1776 Oeorgis half dollar. It is returned 
herewith • 

This happens to be the variety I have listed 
as (b ) • 

The reason I did not mention that there were 
twelve ornaments to the right of the upright of the 
lower border is that two varieties have the same 
character iet icc • I already have this note in my 
collection end, therefore, am returning it. 

I don't believe you will have any trouble 
disposing of it but appreciate your cooperation 
so much. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUC/TION SOCIETY 

E 'N/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



Aug 8 1968 

.Ir. Eric Newman, 

^450 Cecil Ave 
St Louis Ho 63105 

My dear Eric, 

The enclosed. 1932D quarter was sold out of our personal 
collection to a customer in our last springs auction. He 
now writes us claiming that theD has been soldered on. I 
have examined it and cannot see how this could be so. I 
would jsindereLy appreciate your inspecting the coins and 
gtving me your aopinion as to whether the coin is genuine 
or a faice. 

Than ting you in advance I remain, 


Cordially yours, 



French. 




MEMBERS OF ALL LEADING NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATIONS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 



6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


August 1U*1968 


Mr, Charles French 

P.O.Box 256 

Jensen Bea ch, Florida 

Dear Charles: 

An examination of the 1932 D 25# under 
a UO power lens shows the area around the mint mark 
slightly depressed and tampered with. Under these 
circumstances the D could well have been removed from 
another coin and pinned into a 1932 P. It is not 
soldered on the exposed area. By leaving a pin under 
the D it can be force fitted into a hole in the coin. 
Then polishing snd smoothing can do the rest. 

There is one positive way of telling. 

An X-Ray photo will show black if two pieces are 
joined • Can you have a picture taken? Ted L. Craigie 
Box li 2 6 Roslyn Heights, N.Y.H577 is a coin researcher 
who can have it done at his business and without charge. 
Do you want to be sure because of your fine reputation 
and have the X Ray taken. I suggest a refund and the 
X Ray. 

The coin is returned herewith. This one 
is quite a challenge. 

Kindest regards, 

A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


J 


January 27, 1969 


French' s 


Eric P 


Dear Arline and Charles: 

Would you be nice enough to send me, 
ation. Lot 10£l of your coming sale? I want 
which vignettes are being offered. 

I will return them immediately. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 




Newman 


for examin- 
to see 
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Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil &ve 
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PIONEERS 


Tel. (305) 287-1566 

2 October 1969 


Dear Eric: 

Enclosed is a Continental Dollar which I believe 
to be a counterfeit. For my customer who gave it 
to me for Auction will you kindly verify it. What 
disposition he will make of it I do not know but 
naturally we would not run it for Auction, or sell it. 

5‘VtXp'i r j 5 

Enclosed also is cheek to cover expenses and return. 
Thanking you in advance and with kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Charle~s y French 
CFF/af jSMff 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 7 % 1969 


Mr. Charles F. French 
French* s 
P. 0. Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33457 


Dear Charles: 

The 1776 Continental Dollar, Variety 1(1) -C is a 
cast forgery as you thought. The weight is 255 grains 
but the specific gravity of 7*5 is too high. The 
second N in Continental is defective and the outside 
circle is missing from 10 o’clock to 2 o’clock. These 
are casting defects. The legend and design is unusually 
weak from other than wear. The edge next to the 6 is 
the part into which the metal ran during the cast and 
there is no edge design there. There are other defects. 

The coin is returned herewith and we hope we have been 
of service. 

Kindest regards, 



Brie P. Newman 

£PN:cd 

Enclosure 

Certified Mail 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


October 7, 1969 


Mr. Charles F. French 
French* s 
P. 0. Box 256 

Jensen Beach, Florida 33457 


Dear Charles: 

The 1776 Continental Dollar, Variety 1(1)-C is a 
cast forgery as you thought. The weight is 253 grains 
but the specific gravity of 7*5 is too high. The 
second N in Continental is defective and the outside 
circle is missing from 10 o’clock to 2 o’clock. These 
are casting defects. The legend and design is unusually 
weak from other than wear. The edge next to the 6 is 
the part into which the metal ran during the cast and 
there is no edge design there. There are other defects. 

The coin is returned herewith and we hope we have been 
of service. 


Kindest regards 



Eric P. Newman 


EPN: cd 


Enclosure 


Certified Mail 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


